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ANNUAL REPORT 


—— OF THE — 


—— OF THE — 


“ILOWN + OF PLYMOUTH: 


— COMPRISING THOSE OF THE :-— 


SELECTMEN, TREASURER, OVERSEERS OF THE 
POOR, SCHOOL COMMITTEE, Erc., 


For the Year Ending March 1, 1881. 


PLYMOUTH, N. .H., 
GRAFTON County Democrat PRINT. 


1881. 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


The Selectmen in account with the Town of Plymouth. 


Dr. 

To cash received for town notes given, $6.395 83 
ok from County for support of paupers, 444 63 
iS from State, 2,038 68 
ei interest for town money loaned, 4 28 
y of Holderness for lighting bridge, 10342 

as towns expense of perambulating 
town lines, OOD 
44 for billiard licenses, 20 00 
ue for plank sold, 1 50 
‘: for interest on taxes assessed in 1879, 17 38 
=f for drills sold, 2 00 
i onJ. F. & W. F. Langdon’s note, 300 00 
$9,240 O02 

; CREDIT. 

By Town Treasurer’s receipts. $9,240 02 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


John Mason, Treasurer, in Account with the Town of Plymouth. 


1880. 


March 1, To cash in hands of collector, 
for 1870, $ 10.52 
Ditto, 1871. 219.79 


To cash in hands of collector,’79, 1,085.03 

To cash in hands of Treas., 1879, 2,721.43 
Collected of J. F. & W. F. Langdon, 

endorsed on note, 300.00 


State, County, Town and School Taxes, 


on residents for 1880, 10,008.74 
non-residents, 224.94 
dogs, 99.00 
Special tax District No. 2, residents, 671.52 
non-residents, 5.08 
Special tax District No. 9, residents, 76.27 
non-residents, 1.57 


Cash from State Treasurer, 


Railroad tax, 1,441.81 
Savings bank tax, 486.61 
Literary fund, 110.26 


Dr. 


230.31 


4,056.46 


10,332.68 


754.39 


2,038.68 


TOWN REPORT OF PLYMOUTH. 


Amount brought forward, 


Cash from Selectmen, 


Proceeds of Town notes, 6,145.83 
Proceeds of County order, 268.13 
Cash of Selectmen, 16:77 
Billard Licenses. 20.00 
Drills sold A. R. Smith, 2.00 
Planks sold C. W. George, 1.50 


Cash from Collector, 


interest on taxes, 1879, Visco 


Cash from County Commissioners, 
support of paupers to Nov. term, 1880, 176.50 


Collected V. N. Bass’ note and interest, 28.90 
Received of F. H. Rollins, for interest, 4.28 


—— —__— —____&, 


CREDIT, BY CASH PAID, AS FOLLOWS: 


Cora H. Smythe, copying inventory and 


collector’s book, 10.00 
V. N. Bass, for stationery, AAO 
G. H. Scott, school posters and putting 

up same, 1.00 


Lake and Meredith Village fire Co’s servi- 


ces at Plymouth House fire, 100.00 
C. M. Morse, for 210 breakfasts for Lake 
and Meredith Village firemen, 75.00 


Amount carried forward, 


$17,410.52 


6,649.06 


33.18 


$24 092.76 


16.40 


175.00 
$191.40 


6 TOWN REPORT OF PLYMOUTH. 


Amount brought forward, 


Solon A. Carter, State tax, 1,620.00 
A. G. Smythe, County tax, 2,727.27 
W. W. Wilkinson, Collector, in part, 75.00 
a * - in part, 1880, 60.00 

ve balance for services as 
Collector. 1879. 24.50 

2, 6 for extra services as 
Collector, 1879, 22.00 


Thos. Pressey. rent of land for lobby and 


use of land for Grafton Co. Fair, 16.00 
W. R. Park, for plank, 21.00 
M.S. Brown,.for rent of town hall, da.00S 


A. G. Smythe, rent of room, cleaning 
out well and cash paid Register of 
Deeds, 25.00 


J. A. Penniman, perambulating town line, 10.00 
A. Cook, ditto, time and expense, 12.50 
M.S. Brown, damage to sheep by dogs, 10.00 


Con. Dougherty, work on Pemigewasset 
bridge, 1.50 


L. M. Howe, special tax District No. 2, 300.00 


66 balance special tax, 1877, 13.88 
. balance special tax, 1878, 50.00 
A. Cook, special tax District No. 9, 79.00 


Amount carried forward, 


$191.40 


4,347.27 


181.50 


117.00 


32.50 


1.50 


438.88 
$5,310.05 


TOWN REPORT OF PLYMOUTH. 
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Amount brought forward, 


Town notes, reducing intrerest from 44 
to 4 per cent., 6,825.55 
‘Town notes, 1,645.59 


Bass & Houghton, printing Reports. 1880, 35.00 
Morrill & Silsby, for record book for 
selectmen, 6.25 
E. C. Eastman, collector’s book, 1880, 2.50 
Morrill & Silsby, inventory and record book, 26.25 
Democratic Publishing Co., for notices for- 
bidding swearing on the streets and ex- 


posure of persons while bathing, 1.50 
Willis Kidder, for breaking roads, 1880, 1.34 
Henry C. Currier, check-lists, 10.00 


C. A. Lewis, for his claim against the 

town for enlistment to fill quota of 

the town tor the year 1864, 100.00 
A. Burleigh, decorating soldiers graves, 50,00 


J. M. Hart, for land taken for highway 


laid out in 1880, 1.00 
A. G. Smythe, services and expenses at 

Concord, June 2, 1880, 10.60 
Jennie Merrill, land taken for highway, 5.00 
H. N. & L. F. Merrill. ditto, 1880, 25.00 
M. E. Cummings, Adm’r estate D. F. 

Cummings, bill for surveying, 2.00 


Amount carried forward, 


$5,310.05 


8,471.14 


$2.84 


150.00 


43.60 
$14,057.63 


Ss TOWN REPORT OF PLYMOUTH. 


Amount brought forward, 
School money paid the several districts, 
literary money included. 


District No. 1, 148.80 
2 857.78 
2, special tax, 390.00 
DB. 128.02 
- ey 69.64 
5), balance literary money 
for 1879, $8.96, 69.65—78.61 
us 6, 168.96 
6, bal. special tax, ’79, 2.87—171.83 
8, 81.85 
Pan. oe 118.80 
eerie M bsg 109.12 
Union District, Hebron and Plymouth, 30.09 


Bridgewater and Plymouth, 31.99 
G. L. Whittier, for damages claimed on 
horse, harness and carriage, Sept. 
1880,on highway near Calvin Clark’s, 
Cost of Lawsuits. 
N. B. Bryant, services in Worcester suit 
at Coneord, Dec. 16 and 17, 1879, 42.50 
Burrows & Jewell. Att’ys in Worcester suit, 46.00 
L. M. Howe, chairman committee, witness 


fees. . 5.24 
Burrows & Jewell, attorneys fees, Swasey 
suit, 16.00 


Seth Doton, overseer. support of poor, 650.00 
‘ horse hire, stationery, &c., 4.70 


Amount carried forward, 


$14,057.63 


2,176.53. 


12.00 


109.74 


654.70 
$17,010.60 


TOWN REPORT OF PLYMOUTH. 


v 


Amount brought forward, 
Police Department. 
D. M. Connell, for police badges 1879, 
. Chandler, services at Grafton Co. fair, 
. M. Morse, ditto, 


Om HS 


ending March 1, 1881. 
J. W. Farnham, ditto. 


. A. Fellows, services as police. for year 


L200) 
4.00 
4.00 


12.00 
8.00 


Return of Births and Deaths. 


J. A. Sanborn, return of births and 
deaths for year ending Mar. 31, ’80, 

A. J. Marston, ditto, 

S. W. Davis. ditto, 

T. Rogers, 


». W. Davis, year ending Mar. 31, 1881, 


For Bounties. 
J. H. Gill, for 7 hawks, 
J. D. Fifield, 1 hawk, 
E. B. Brown, ie 
Geo. Holmes. 
F. R. Blodgett, *: 
Gordon Wells, 2 hawks. 


Public Watering Troughs. 


‘\ 


M. E. Cummings, adm’r estate of D. F. 
_ Cummings, 

C. A. Lewis, 

J.S. & G. W. Martin, 

Smith Rowe. 

C. H. Morrill, 


Amount carried forward, 


$17,010.60 


29.50 


14.50 


2.60 


$17,057.20 


10 TOWN REPORT OF PLYMOUTH. 


Amount brought forward, 14.50 
T. J. Adams, 3.00 
J. P. Dustin, 3.00 


Lighting Streets. 


A.J. Smith, lighting lamps to Jan. 1, 

18s1, 8.00 
C. H. Marden, to March 1, 1881, 1.62 
J. F. Langdon, ditto, 1.74 
QO. G. Smith, Lest 
A. W. Avery, 93 
Flanders & Gould, 2 lamps, 2.10 
G. W. Little, | 19 
C. P. Sanborn, 218 
Plummer Fox, Vu 
J. Burrows, 1.80 
Webster, Russell & Ce., 8.10 
Thomas Pressey, 1.65 
M.S. Brown, 2 
M. A. Ferrin, 1.62 
Thomas Robie, 1.50 
H. W. Merrill, 2 lamps, 4.00 
KF. S. Batchelder, 1.44 
E. S. Bailey, <P 


Lighting Bridges. 
Jesse Wallace, for lighting lamps in Pemi- 
gewasset bridge, to Sept. 1, 1880, 
I. M. Merrill, ditto, to March 1, 1881, 


7.90 
7.0 
Ditto, to refurnishing lamps in Pemi. bridge, 1.7 
4.7 
2.2 


—) 


Mason, Weeks & Co., for oil and wicks, 


2 
1 
P. Fox, oil and wick for Baker’s river bridge, : 


. 
. 7 


Amount carried forward, 24.16 


17.057.20 


20.50 


41.22 


17.118.92 


TOWN REPORT OF PLYMOUTH. 
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Amount carried forward, 24.16 
Moses Sargent, for lighting lamps in Baker’s 
river bridge, 15.00 


Expenses of Cemetery and Hearse. 


J. Keeble, services with hearse at thirty- 
eight funerals, 68.00 
‘¢ drawing plank and repairing hearse, 3.00 
P. Wood, splitting and setting stone post, 2.00 
A. W. Avery. superintendent of cemetery, 403.51 
A. Cook, for school house lot bought of 
District No. 9, 105.00 
Moody Page. for spring of water for the 
cemetery, 20.00 


Services of Town Officers. 


A. G. Smythe, services as selectiman, 164.00 
A. Cook, ditto, 25.00 
J. A. Penniman, ditto. 112.00 
John Mason. services as treasurer, 75.00 
G. H. Seott, superintending school com., — 60.00 
V.N. Bass, services as town clerk, 50.00 
Seth Doton, overseer of poor, 34.00 
A. W. Avery, superintendent of cemetery, 15.00 
C. H. Bowles, supervisor for year 1880. 10.00 
W. W. Gibson, ditto. 10.00 
J. Burrows. ditto, 12.00 
~G.W., Little, services on board of health, 
to March 1, 1881, 20.00 
-E. B. Hodge, services as health officer, 10.00 


Amount carried forward, 


$17,118.92 


39.16 


631.51 


697.00 


18,486.59 
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Amount brought forward, 


Cost of Highways in addition to the 
Highway Taxes. 
DISTRICT NO. 1. 


Smith Rowe, breaking roads and overwork, 10.3 
DISTRICT NO. 2. 
C. M. Pierce, cutting drifts, Feb. 1881, 1.65 
H. W. Merrill, extending culvert on Mill st., 15.00 
C. M. Morse, damage to sleigh, near Rail- 
road crossing, 20.00 
DISTRICT NO, 3. 
Ik. J. Jenness, crossing land, winter ’79 « 80. 2.50 
M.S. Brown, work on highway, G. Cook’s 
non-resident tax’, 3.00 
DISTRICT NO. 6. 
J.J. Harron, breaking road to Feb. 24,80, 5.60 
E. D. Hall, breaking roads, Spring, 1879, — 2.00 


S. K. Wescott, work on roads, 6.03 
* breaking roads, 24.12 


DISTRICT NO. 7. 
D. B. Mitchell, working non-resident tax, — 1.40 


M. Pervier. breaking roads, Feb. 1880, .82 
J. X. Brown, ditto, .82 
W. J. Ames, ditto, 6.00 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


W. A. Draper, for breaking roads, 3.56 
Wim. H. Palmer, use of land and work 
on highway, 6.31 


18,486.59 © 


10.51 


36.65 


~ 


3.90 


9.14 


Amount carried forward, 9.87 18,583.94 


TOWN REPORT OF PLYMOUTH. 


Amount brought forward, 9.87 
H. L. Sargent, breaking roads, 3.75 
Enos Stevens, ditto, Tt 
DISTRICT NO. 9. 
Wm. H. Marshall, breaking roads, winter 
of 1879-80, and gor work on same to 
June 11, 1880, 15337 


Wm. H. Marshall, for breaking roads to 
Feb. 5, 1881. 32.70 


G. R. Cummings, ditto, 13.00 
_ DISTRICT NO. 10. 
D. M. Lufkin, breaking roads, 7.90 
S. M. Morse, ditto, 4.50 
F. P. Morse, ditto, 9.00 
Henry Wells. 25.25 
DISTRICT NO. 11. 
H. B. Perkins, for overwork, 3.80 
C. H. Morrill, ditto, 1.68 
C. W. Nelson, breaking roads, 6.87 
5S. S. Kimball, Oar 
Charles Morse, rf 6.12 
James Peabody. - 17.43 
N. D. Melvin, sy 2.68 
J. A. Penniman, 3.50 
DISTRICT NO. 12. 
Webster, Russell & Co., for plank, Jhfie ye 
John Ash, for breaking roads, 14.49 
D. R. Bartlett, ditto. 7.87 


18,583.94 


61.07 


46.29 


24.18 


Amount carried forward, 


$18,782. 


Life, 


14 TOWN REPORT OF PLYMOUTH. 


lmount brought forward, 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 


C. W. George. for posts and rails, 6 OO 
I’. P. Morse, for lumber, 9.79 
J. Keeble, work on bridge and abutments, 80.00 
kK. F. Blake, breaking roads, 6.50 
C. W. George. ditto. » odd 
ID. W. Gibson, ditto, 2.50 
W. W. Gibson, for clay. 00 
H. W. Merrill. for railing bridge, 3.00 


DISTRICT NO. 16. 


William Harriman. for breaking roads, 8.6 


DISTRICMI. NOV 1%. 


Kimball C. Corliss, for breaking roads. 6.93 
S. Swett, work on highway, March, 1880, 2.47 
J. B. Corliss, breaking roads, 3.12 
Abatements. 
Taxes in hand of Collector, 1870, 10.52 
Ditto, 1871, 219.79 
Kk. C. Corliss, on horse, (died), OO 
P. Wood, poll tax, over 70 years old, 1.56 
L. S. Gordon, on cow, (died), 45 
I). Gould, poll tax, over 70 years old, 1.56 
D. F. Lufkin, overtax on real estate, 2.34 


C. G. Batchelder, poll tax, over 70 years old, 1.74 
W. W. Wilkinson, on taxes assessed in 779, 49.35 
Ditto. on taxes assessed in 1880, De Ff 


Amount carried forward, 


18.782.55 


118.23 


$56 


14.52 


B4A0.96 


19.264 82 
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Amount brought forward, 19,264.82 


Paid Auditors for 1881, 5.00 
‘Taxes in hands of Collector for 1880, 997.52 
Jash in the hands of the Treasurer. 3,825.42 


— 4,827.94 


$24,092.76 
JOHN MASON, TREASURER. 


INDEBTEDNESS OF THE TOWN MARCH 1, 1881. 


Due on notes and interest to March 1, 1881. 14,567.99 
Due Plummer Fox damage for land taken for high- 


way, Aug. 21, 1880. 70.00 
Due Mary J. Smith, for land taken for highway 
in 1880. 20.00 


$14,662.99 


ASSETS. 
Balance J. F. & W. F. Langdon’s note. and interest, = 668.57 
Due from County for support of paupers. 195.42 
Cash in hands of Overseer of Poor, 10.50 


Due from L. F. Merrill, highway surveyor of District 
No. 2.a highway tax of 1879, collected and not 


expended, as found by June settlement, 548.51 
Due for lot in cemetery, sold Enos Stevens. 15.00 
Taxes in hands of collector, 1880. 997.52 

3,825.42 


Cashin hands of Treasurer, 1880, 
$6,260.94 

Balance against the town, 8 4 

Debt less than last year, oT. 


A. G. SMYTHE. ) Selecmen 


ALFRED COOK. &!/) | of 
J. A. PENNIMAN, ) Plymouth. 
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We have examined the preceeding accounts of the Selectmen 


and Treasurer for tne year ending March 1. 1861, and 
correctly cast and properly vouched. 


L. M. HOWE. 
PLUMMER FOX, } 


Report of Superintendent of Cemeteries for year 
ending March 1, 1881. 


By cash received from sale of lots. 
ee de sale of stone posts, 
“ ch sale of iron pipe, 
Town Treasurer, 


L880. 
Sept. To cash paid A. G. Smith, bill for repairing 
cemetery fence at Smith bridge, 


66 B. Davidson. work on reservoir. 
ug J. P. Bradford, ditto, 
Oct. AS A. E. Dunton, laying pipe to 


reservoir, 
for pipe, as per bill, 


ws J. KF. Sanborn, work on reservoir, 
.* Freight bill on pipe, 


J.C. Berry, work on reservoir, 
George Harris for painting ceme- 
tery fence at Smith bridge, 


T. Pressey, for work and _ tools, 
laying pipe to reservoir, 

a C. A. Lewis, for digging ditch and 
covering pipe to reservoir, 


find them 


l Auditors. 


30.00 
13.50 
7.20 
418.51 


$469.21 


5.80 
6.00 
3.00 


3.73 
168.20 
3.00 
11.20 
4.00 


17.50 


G. W. Garland, work on reservoir, 17.00 


7.20 


59.12 
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Noy. To cash paid George Harris for painting ceme- 


tery fence, 29.50 
6 Joseph Smith’s bill, 19.54 
Dec. oy Cyrus Keniston, for oil and paints 
for fence of town cemetery, and 
Smith bridge cemetery, 51.40 
oe Webster, Russell & Co., for plank, 4.24 
1881. 
Jan. sy S. Rowe, work on reservoir, eau 
A M. Page, ditto, 6.00 
Feb. +S H. Cummings. for use of horse, 8.00 
43 W. R. Park, for pickets for fence, 11.20 
4 Alfred Cook, for building fence 
for cemetery, against the school 
house lot, | 14.01 
eg A. W. Avery, for services, - 15,00 


$469.21 


Due from Enos Stevens, for lot. $15.00. 


A. W. AVERY, Superintendent. 


REPORT OF OVERSEER OF POOR. 


Seth Doton, Overseer of the Poor, in account with the town of 
Plymouth, for the year ending March 8, 1881: 


Dr. 
Cash received of overseer of 1879. yea les 
May order.on County Treasurer, 268.13 
Novy. ditto, 176.50 
Orders on Town Treasurer, 650.00 


pee eve S11 Ole 


1s TOWN REPORT OF PLYMOUTH. 


Paid by the Town, Cr. 
For Py hae of Samuel Foster, 129.98 
. Mrs. Phebe J. Foster, 32.50 
= Mrs. Della H ammond, 1.00 
a John Lowd. 7.00 


and burial of Gilman Merrill, 21.35 


$191.83 


Paid by the County. 


For sab ie of Mrs. Fannie Clark, D850 

: Mrs. J. C. Gilpatrick, 20.00 

= Mrs. C. B. Adams. 25.25 

Wm. Webber and wife, * 79.50 

Dana Fifield and family, 66.00 

Thomas Verettee, A917 

Wim. C. Ripley and family, 5.00 

‘Two transients, 6.00 

Anna B. Crocker. 134.00 

Paid Frank Braley, expense of burial of his 

child, 11.00 
— $454.42 

Paid Selectmen order on County Treasurer, 268.13 

Ditto, 176.50 

Cash in hands of overseer, 10.90 
® a ee 8 55.53 
gs). 101.78 


SETH DOTON. Overseer of Poor. 


We have examined the preceeding accounts of the Overseer 
of the Poor. and Superintendent of Cemetery. for the year end- _ 


ing March 8, 1881, and find them correctly cast and properly 
vouched. 
A. G. SMYTHE, ) Selectinen 
ALFRED COOK, — - of 
J. A. PENNIMAN, ) Plymouth. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
Chosen to purchase school house lot in District No. 9. for cem- 
etery purposes : 

In accordance with the instructions of the Town your Com- 
mittee have purchased said lot, and taken a deed of the same, 
for the sum of one hundred and five dollars. 

A. W. AVERY, ) 
L. L. DRAPER, ~ Town Committee. 
J. M, RUSSELL, J 


To the Selectmen of the Town of Plymouth. 


GENTLEMEN : 

Immediately on assuming the duties of our office as “Board 
of Health,” we made a complete and thorough inspection of all 
the houses in the village, visiting 164 houses and 178 families. 
We found with few exceptions the sanitary condition of the vill- 
age good. and those places that were bad and from which com- 
plaints were made we remidied as far as lay in our power. 

The unusual amount of sickness with which our village has 
been afflicted we do not consider due to any particular negli- 
gence, but is principally owing to the unusual dry season and 
the absence of showers which would have carried away and ex- 
terminated the germs of disease. . 

What sewers we have by not being properly traped are. ina 
dry season, like the one just passed, worse than useless from 
a sanitary point of view. 

It is an accepted fact that in all villages and large towns there 
must be some method provided for the removal of waste matter 
in some manner so as to render it impossible for it to poison the . 
air or the source from which our water supply comes. 
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We would, therefore, earnestly recommend that a complete 
and thorough survey of our village be made by a competent 
engineer and a plan made for complete and thorough drainage, 
and that, in future all sewers be built in conformity with such 
plan and that a portion of the highway money be devoted year- 
ly to that purpose. 

We do not advocate the spending of a large amount of money 
at once. The most important thing is the getting of a proper 
plan,—one that will work. 

We must sooner or later establish a system af drainage, the 
same as all other towns and cities have had to do. 

What we want is a correct plan, the perfect working of any 
two parts whenever joined; its gradual introduction, without 
sudden change, and the working in the future in the right 
direction. 


Respectfully submitted, 


“§ ss \ Board of Health. 


Plymouth. N. H.. March 1. 1881. 
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SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


——/0F CRE ——— 


“TOWN OF PLYMOUTH. 


FELLOW CITIzENs: 


Agreeably to the laws of this State it becomes my duty to 
submit to you my annual report upor the condition and prog- 
ress of the schools of this. town. I accepted the office to which 
you called me with an earnest hope that I might increase the 
efficiency of our schools and elevate the standard of proficiency 
among our teachers. 

A year’s experience has sented me to see the advantages 
and disadvantages of our present system, and to understand 
in some measure the wants of the different districts of the town. 
We labor under some evils which are incident to our present 

system of schools. These cannot be removed while this sys- 
tem continues. Other evils result from neglect or mistaken 
ideas of economy. ‘These can be corrected. 

I trust that the suggestions and recommendations which I 
have to make may be of value to our schools. 

TOWN SYSTEM. 

In Massachusetts the district system has been abolished and 
the town system, so-called, adopted. In this State each town 
is empowered to abolish the district and adopt the town system 
agreeably to the following statute : 
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‘*Any town may at any time abolish the school districts there- 
in and shall thereupon forthwith take possession of all the school 
houses, land. apparatus and other property owned and used for 
school property which such district might lawfully sell or convey. 
The property so taken shall be appraised under the direction of 
the town and at the next annual assessment thereupon a tax 
shall be levied upon the whole town equal to the amount of the 
whole appraisal, and there shall be remmited to tax-payers of 
each district the said appraisal value of its property thus taken. 
or the difference of the value of the property of the several dis- 
tricts may be adjusted in any other manner agreed upon by the 
parties in interest. Such town shall then be considered as one 
district and shall have all the powers and liabilities of the same. 
Such districts composed of the whole town shall at their annual 
meeting elect a Board of Education who shall have and exer- 
cise all the powers and duties of superintending and prudential 
school committees; and should any such district neglect to 
choose such Board of Education the Selectmen shall, on or be- 
fore the 20th day of April, ensuing, appoint such a Board.— 
Genwl Laws, chaps. 86 and 87. | 


My predecessor recommended the adoption of this system. 
He clearly and forcibly presented its advantages. I admit 
the cogency of his arguments, and think the system superior to 
our presentone. Iam permitted to say that this is the opin- 
ion of your worthy Board of Selectmen. At one time we de- 
termined to ask you at your next annual meeting to vote upon 
the adoption of this system; but in considering the details of 
the change contemplated. obstacles presented themselves which 
we did not at first foresee. Whenever these are removed I shall 
most heartily endorse the recommendation of my predecessor. 

These obstacles arise from the relation between the State and 
School District No. 2, which makes this town an anomaly among 
the towns in the State. 

Some of the difficulties of the question are suggested by the 
following inquiries : 

Could the town adopt the system without an enabling act from 
the Legislature ¢ 
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Could the town take possession of the school property of this 
district, agreeably to the above statute ? 

Could or would the town raise a speciai tax for the benefit of 
said district, such as the district is now raising ¢ 

Would it be wise to adopt the system unless this, the largest 
district of the town, could come under its provisions ¢ 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

This town formerly contained twelve districts. Two of these 
have been united with districts in other towns to constitute union 
districts. No. 10 united with a district in Bridgewater, and No. 
7 with a district in Hebron. Neither of these districts have 
been under my jurisdiction. - No. 11 has practically ceased to be. 
It has neither school house nor organization. 

Some of these districts have suffered in common with half the 
districts of our State. Population has decreased. Families are 
small. ‘The children of school age are few. Consequently the 
schools are small. The money to support them is inconsiderable ; 
and the terms necessarily short, very little can be accomplished 
in a term of six weeks. Students hardly regain what they have 
lost in a vacation of months. It is a great misfortune to child- 
ren of school age not to enjoy at least six months of school 
each year. Districts can remedy the evil of short terms in some 
measures by voting an additional tax for school purposes. ‘The 
public money is often inadequate to support a school of sufti- 
cient length. 

A district also is empowered by law to unite with an ‘adjoin- 
ing district not ina union district. but in the support of a union 
school to be held in either district. In that event an amount 
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Should the town take no action with reference to adopting the 
Town System of Public Schools, I recommend that the power 
conferred upon the School Committee and the Seleetmen ‘*-to re- 
listrict the town for school purposes” be continued, that time be 
civen them to perform the duties you placed upon them. 

SCHOOL HOUSES. 

School-houses bespeak the intelligence and publie spirit of a 
Of some we have reason to be proud They are pleas- 
antly situated, well built, in good repair. comfortable, commo- 
dious and convenient hey afford pleasant homes for both 


7 } Po .s a | 
Leacners and VuUpti ye 


? 


Of other school houses we have reason to be ashamed. They 
are dilapidated, small, devoid of paint or whitewash, cold in 
winter and hot in summer. The cut and unshapely benches 
torture the bodies and pain the eyes of pupils. We wrong our 


} i] 
i 


children to send them from comfortable homes into such hovels. 


District No. 6 rejoices in the possession of a new and pleas- 


ant school house. Scholars have shown their appreciation and 
have abstained from marking and cutting it. 

District No. 9 during the past year have moved their school- 
house to a pleasant location on the north side of the highway. 
They have made necessary changes and repairs. ‘This has 


Heen done at an expense of SS1.76. 
A 


r 


} ] e en i eee re 4 
he school-house in District No. 


t as survived its useful- 
ness and should give way to a new one. I trust that the pros- 
perous and wealthy farmers of this district will soon provide a 


4 Lf } ‘a | } : G Piaf see Ls ye 
more suitable house for the education of then children. 


reyy | Pe ene yap ae , na . ey. ee a 
Phere are other houses that should be rebuilt or repaired. 
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to the nature and wants of children. They are scientifically 
arranged and graded. 

This necessitates, for the good of your schools, an occasional 
change of text books. Any change should be made, however. 
with the least burden to parents possible, in the procurement of 
new books. During the past year a change has been made in 
Reading Books—Franklin’s Series has been exchanged for Ap- 
pleton’s Series. In nothing do our schools suffer so much as 
for fresh, interesting reading. To provide this, many graded 
schools furnish the readers, and use three or four different se- 
ries at the same time. The old readers have been in use for 
several years. Many of the books had become worn and muti- 
lated. The stories had become familiar and dull. Old books 
loose their fascination after they have been read either by the 
child or in his hearing many times. Old pictures loose their 
interest. While I regard the new books as superior to the old, 
it will give the children new. fresh stories to fix their attention 
and quicken their interest. 

Such terms were procured from the publishers as made the 
burden of exchanging the books light indeed. 

1. New books were exchanged without cost. 

2. All books of indigent students without cost. 

3. Worn book were exchanged for books of the same grade. 
as follows: for Ist, 2d. 3rd. 4th and 5th Readers, respectively. 
5 cts.. 10 cts.. 15 cts.. 20 cts., 25 cts. 

4. The introduction price for the same grades was as follows : 
12 cts., 20 cts., 30 cts., 35 cts. and 60 cts. 

To prevent embarrassment to parents, I effected the exchange 
through the teachers. I trust that this exchange will be of es- 
sential value to our schools. The Geographies now in use will 
soon need special attention. The old ones lack the more re- 
cent statistics and discoveries. There are so many different 
editions and grades that it is difficult to classify the scholars. 
and classes are needlessly multiplied. 
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SCHOOL FURNITURE. 


Teachers require tools as well as mechanics. To do good 
work they need blackboards, maps, charts and globes. 

The school-rooms in the village district under the control of 
the State, are well supplied with these valuable aids. The best 
methods require a plentiful supply of blackboards. At least 
half the walls of the school-room should contain them. Several 
districts have heeded the counsel of my predecessor, and sup- 
plied these essential helps. In other districts teachers are still 
hindred in their work for want of good and sufficient blackboard 
space. 

Maprs.—The State very wisely 

**Authorized and empowered the superintending school com- 
mittee and the selectmen in the several towns in the State, to 
purchase for the use of their common schools, so many copies of 
the map of New Hampshire as they may deem best, not exceed- 
ing one copy for each school, and the maps so purchased shall 


be. paid for out of any money appropriated for school purposes.” 
G. S.C. 85, S. 4. pp. 205 and 206. 


J. A. Cline-& Co., of New York, have recently published a 
very superior wall map of the State of New Hampshire. The 
edition of this map is limited, and the opportunity of getting it 
may soon pass. 

This map was accordingly purchased agreeably to the above 
statute, and put into our schools. . They are an ornament to 
our school-rooms, and a great help to our teachers. ‘Teachers 
were expected to give frequent exercises upon this map. ‘The 
interest which pupils took in this exercise and the knowledge 
they acquired of their own State have already justified the wis- 
dom of procuring these maps. They are hung upon self-adjust- 
ing rollers. so that they will last many years. Of these ten were 
purchased at a cost of $57.50. 

Griopes.—To teach geography intelligently globes are greatly 
needed. Yet no district outside the village is possessed of one. 
A few dollars would purchase a globe that would last for a gen- 
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eration, and be of great benefit to the school. It could be pro- 
cured by private contribution or by vote of the district. 


VISITING THE SCHOOLS. 

We are all interested in the improvement of our schools. 
Parents would greatly encourage the teacher and stimulate their 
children if they would frequently visit the school. Some of the 
teachers return a long list of visitors, among whom are many 
mothers. Others do not return the name of a single parent who 
has visited them. We can hardly expect that t:achers will be 
enthusiastic when parents manifest so little interest. Prudent- 
ial Committees would do well to inspect the work of those they 
employ. ‘Their duties do not cease when they employ the teach- 
er and put her into the school. 

In this the ladies elected to the office of Prudential Commit- 
tee have surpassed the gentlemen. Of six men who have served 
as Prudential Committee during the past year, only one is re- 
ported as having visited the school in his district. The two 
ladies chosen for this office have each visited their schools twice. 
‘They have served their districts faithfully. 


District No. 1. 

This district has enjoyed three terms of school: a summer 
term of eight weeks. a fall term of eight weeks, and a winter 
term of six weeks. 

The three terms were taught by Miss Sarah M. Sargent. She 
is an earnest and efficient teacher. She was quite successful in 
the use of the most approved modern methods in teaching read- 
ing, spelling, arithmetic and geography. As these methods be- 
came better understood they received the approval of most of 
the patrons of the school. 

Prof, Henry Warren kindly consented to speak on the subject 
of *‘Modern Educational Methods.” to the people of this dis- 
trict. Gratifying progress was made in the branches taught. 

No. attending summer term. 10 boys, 6 girls; average daily 


30 TOWN REPORT OF PLYMOUTH. 


attendance, 14; No. in reading 16, spelling 13, arithmetic 16, 
geography 10, grammar 1, algebra 1. 

No. attending fall term, boys 14. girls 8: average daily at- 
tendance 19; No. in reading 21, spelling 21, arithmetic 21, 
geography 21, algebra 1. 

No. attending winter term 24, boys 16, girls 8; average at- 
tendance 18; No. in reading 21, spelling, 21, arithmetic 21. 
geography 9, grammar 2, history 1, book-keeping 1. 

District No. 2. 

This district has surrendered the control of its school to the 
Trustees of the State Normal School. 

The district pays them all its school-money, and, in addition, 
raised by special tax the past year $350. To this generous 
though just appropriation the State has generously responded, 
and has greatly added to the efficiency of the schools. The re- 
lation between the Normal School and Public School is now 
most cordial. During the spring and summer term the primary 
school was under the charge of Miss E. M. Reed; the grammar 
school was taught by Miss Susie M. Kate; and the high school 
was in charge of Miss Clara T. Clark. At the close of this 
term Miss Clark retired from a position in which she had served 
us most faithfully and efficiently. 

During the fall and winter term the primary school has been 
used as a training school, under the supervision of Miss E. M. 
Reed. Under her efficient management the school has been 
transformed. ‘The children are interested and happy. ‘They 
not only acquire knowledge rapidly, but learn to impart it. I 
feel sure no primary school in the State can show results supe- 
rior to this. The present spring term is in charge of both Miss 
Reed and Miss Kate. 

The grammar school has also been used as a model school, 
under the general management of the Faculty, but taught for 
the most part during the fall by students of the Normal School. 
This school made rapid progress under the continuous tuition 
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of Miss Kate. It suffered somewhat afterward by a too fre- 
quent change of teachers. This department has been doing good 
work during the winter. It is now under the immediate charge 
of Miss Mahala Batchelder, who has received thorough training 
in the Normal School. 

The high school during the fall and winter was taught by Miss 
S. M. Kate. Her examinations reveal hard work on the part 
of both teacher and pupils. In love with her work. Miss Kate 
tries to excel. She is a progressive teacher. She awakens the 
enthusiasm of her pupils. We were fortunate in having her at 
the head of our high school, ‘The spring term of this school is 
now in charge of Arthur Stanly. We trust it will, under his 
mapagement, continue to progress. 


These schools are now in session, and are under the general 
supervision of the principal, Henry P. Warren. He takes a 
deep interest in them and devotés much time to them, both in 
teaching and in management. ‘The supervision of such a man 
is of great value and we are fortunate to enjoy it. 


During the spring term. in the high school whole number in 
attendance. ——— In the grammar school whole number in at- 
tendance, 41 — boys 23, girls 18; average attendance. 32. In 
the primary school whole number, 47—boys 19, girls 28. 

Fall term, high school, whole number, 32 — boys 5, girls 27 ; 
average, 28. Grammar and primary school, whole number, 98— 
boys 52. girls 46; average, 90. 

Winter term, high school. whole number, 39 — boys 13. girls 
26; average. 34. Grammar and primary school, whole num- 
ber. 08—boys 55, girls 43; average, 90. 


District No. 3. 


Miss Martha H. Coombs has taught three terms in this dis- 
trict, two summer terms of eight weeks each and a_ winter 
term of seven weeks. Miss Coombs is a fine scholar and a 
faithful teacher. ‘The school has prospered under her care. 
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No. attending summer term, boys 6, girls 6; average attend- - 


ance 10. 

No. attending fall term, boys 6, giris 4; average daily attend- 
ance 9. 

No. attending winter term,”boys 7, girls 6; average daily at- 
tendance 9. 

Summer term, No. studying reading 12, spelling 12, arithme- 
tic 8, geography 4, grammar 3, composition 4, physiology 2, 
algebra 3. Fall term, reading 10, spelling 10, arithmetic 6, 
geography 4, composition 3, physiology 2, algebra 2. Winter 
term, reading 13, spelling 13, arithmetic 9, geography 7, gram- 
mar 2, physiology 1, algebra 1. 


District No. 4. 

Lhis district has had a summer term of nine weeks and a fall 
term of five weeks. ‘The former was taught by Miss Louisa V. 
George, and the latter by Miss Angie B. 58. Worthen. Very 
little could be accomplished in a term of five weeks, and several 
students attended the school in district No. 8 after this term had 
expired. Better results could be secured if this distriet were 
divided between districts Nos. 5 and 8. 

No. attending summer term, boys 7, girls 5; average daily at- 
tendance 9. Pupils studying reading 12, spelling 12, arithme- 
tic 9, geography 6, grammar 5, history 3. In this small school 
was taught composition, physiology and book-keeping. oo 

Fall term, attendance, boys 8, girls 4; average 10. Pupils 
reading 12, spelling 12, arithmetic 10, geography 6, grammar 5, 
history +. 

District No. 5. 

Eliza A. # landers taught a school of six weeks in the sum- 
mer. ‘The instruction was good. ‘The discipline might have 
been improved. Attendance, boys 5. girls 9; average daily at- 
tendance 12. Pupils in reading 13, spelling 8, arithmetic 4, 
geography 7, grammar 6, algebra 1. 
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Miss Helen M. Smith taught the fall term of six weeks. She 
is an excellent teacher and did all one could expect in so short a 
term. Attendance, boys 8, girls 8; average 14. Pupils in 
reading 16, spelling 16, arithmetic 10, geography 6, grammar 3. 

Last year this district had a school for nineteen weeks. Why 
is it satisfied with twelve weeks of school this year? 


District No. 6. 


This district has maintained two terms of school of 
eleven weeks each. It is, next to District No. 2, the largest 
school in town. It is essentially a village school, and like all 
such is difficult to manage. It requires a teacher of ability. 
wisdom and experience to do effective work. The pupils are 
quick, bright, and do excellent work when wisely led. Beside, 
some of the higher branches are taught. The Prudential Com- 
mittee of this district should exercise great care. therefore, in 
the choice of a teacher. I speak not’of the past. but of the 
future. 

Miss Carrie A. Hall taught the summer term. She is an 
earnest and faithful teacher. Under her charge the school made 
good progress. Whole No. pupils, boys 15, girls 20; average 
daily attendance, 24. Pupils in reading 30, spelling 35,arith- 
metic 30, geography 19, grammar 7, composition 7, algebra 1. 

Miss Cora L. Page taught the fall term. She is a teacher of 
experience and ability. She is a good manager, and put a good 
amount of earnest work into the school, which was seen in the 
proficiency shown in her recitations. Whole No. pupils, 36— 
boys 16, girls 20; average daily attendance. 33. Pupils in 
reading 36, spelling 36, arithmetic 30, geography 19, gram- 
mar 7, history 11, book-keeping 2, algebra 4. 

District No. 7._Union District with Hebron. 

Agreeably to the terms of union this district is under the con- 
trol of Plymouth every alternate year. During the past year 
Hebron has had it in charge and makes report of it. 
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District No. 8. 


This district has maintained a fall term of six weeks, and a 
winter term of nine weeks. Miss Louisa V. George was teach- 
er, during both terms. Order and industry are characteristics 
of her school. She secures the love and respect of her pupils, 
and inspires them to earnest work. 

Whole No. pupils, fall term, boys 6, girls 6; average daily 
attendance 11. Pupils in reading 12, spelling 12, arithmetic 10. 
geography 6, grammar 3, book-keeping 3. Whole No. pupils, 
winter term, boys 7, girls 7; average daily attendance 11. 
Pupils in reading 14, spelling 14, arithmetic 10, geography 9, 
grammar 5, history 6. composition 3, book-keeping 6, algebra 2. 

District No. 9. 


The summer term of eight weeks and the fall term of nine 
weeks, were both taught by Miss Mary A. Sargent. She labored 
hard to make her school successful. In many branches good 
progress was made. Whole No. of pupils, summer term, boys 
5, girls 8; average daily attendance 12. Pupils in reading 13, 
spelling 15, arithmetic 11, geography 10, grammar 7, physiology 
1. Fall term, No. of pupils, 15; boys 7, girls 8; average daily 
attendance 14. Pupils in reading 15 spelling 13, arithmetic 11, 
geography 10, grammar 7. physiology 1. 


District No. 12. 


This school has had two sessions, a summer term of ten and 
a fall term of eight weeks. Both terms were taught by Miss 
Florence M. Russell. Under her faithful tuition the pupils were 
interested and profited. and the school prospered. Summer 
term, No. of pupils 21; boys 6, girls 15; average attendance 
18. No. pupils in reading 21, spelling 19, arithmetie 14, geo- 
eraphy 7, grammar 4, history 3. Fall term, No. pupils 14, 
boys 7, girls 7. Pupils in reading 14, spelling 13, arithmetic 
11, geography 8, grammar 4, history 3. 


TOWN REPORT OF PLYMOOTH. Oe 


SUMMARY. 
The village district is not included in this summary. 
Whole No. of different pupils attending school in town 


two weeks or more, - - . - - - 165 
Average No. attending each school, - - - - 203-8 
Whole number of weeks of school, - - - - 145 
Average No. for each district, - - - - - 181-8 
Largest salary per month, - " - - Ss - $30 00 
Smallest salary per month, - - . - - SRL OU ; 
Average salary per month, - - - - - shi Pam}: 
Number visits by Superintendent, - - - - 34 
Number visits by Prudential Committees, - - - Hy) 
Number visits by parents and citizens, - - - 78 
Not attending any school, - - - . - - 4) 


The whole amount of school money, including the litera- 
ry fund and dog money belonging ta the town. $1,814 76 


This has been distributed as follows: 


District No. 1, - - - $148 80 
os ae A - - = 897 78 
66 BRST zs - - - 128 O02 
. oe - - - 69 64 
=A rehay’. - - - 69 65 
Bs ti. - - - 168 96 
o% Dib a. dl ¥ % 8185 
“ wg : : ? 118 80 
ch ctl tens - - ‘ - 109 12 
Union District with Brid6ewater, - 31 99 
Union District with Hebron, Y 30 09 


No. of children in town between the ages of five and fifteen, 
as reported by the selectmen, males, 119, females, 121. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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